
"Do You Hear What I Hear?” 
Luke 9:46-62 (Part II) 

Modeling compassion rather than condemnation to those who 
reject Jesus is a testimony to the patient grace of King Jesus 
(51-56) 
 Jesus had just taught His disciples an important lesson 
about God's desire for cooperation in the work of Jesus for the 
building up and glory of God's Kingdom. Now it was time for 
another lesson that was just as important, which was a lesson on 
how to deal with people who reject God's Kingdom. In obedience 
to God's mission to the cross, Jesus set His face to go to 
Jerusalem in order to fulfill the Kingdom work that the Father 
had sent Him to do. The disciples went ahead to make 
preparations for His arrival in Samaria, but the people didn't 
receive Him. In anger, James and John were ready to condemn 
the people who rejected Jesus. They were ready to send God's 
judgment on them for their rejection of God's Kingdom and the 
King, but Jesus was ready for something else, which was to teach 
them that condemnation against His enemies was not their work 
to do in the Kingdom of God. 
 Luke tells us that Jesus rebuked them for their desire to 
condemn the Samaritan village by consuming it with fire, and 
then led them to continue moving ahead, following Him toward 
Jerusalem. What a powerful testimony! What a beautiful 
picture! What a difference Jesus makes! In His actions and His 
rebuke, Jesus allowed His disciples to hear the truth that 
judgment belongs to the Lord. Jesus allowed His disciples to 
hear the truth that following Him means trusting in God's ability 
to defend His Kingdom and to deal with His enemies. Jesus 
allowed His disciples to hear the truth that doing the work of 
Jesus means a persistent focus on just following Him. Jesus 
allowed His disciples to hear the truth that Jesus is a King that is 
patient and full of grace. 
 In walking away, the disciples showed in the actions of 
their lives that they were followers of Jesus. In walking away, 
the disciples testified in the actions of their lives that Jesus is a 
King that is full of patient grace. In walking away, Jesus led the 
disciples to model compassion rather than condemnation in their 
relationship to those who rejected Jesus. 

1. Have you ever encountered people who reject you 
because they reject Jesus in their lives? Share some 
examples. 

2. Do you feel compassion or condemnation when these 
types of encounters occur? Why is that? 

3. Read 1 Timothy 2:4 and 2 Peter 3:9. Discuss the heart of 
God in concern to those who reject Jesus. 

4. In what ways does the church today in the United States 
face rejection from those who reject Jesus? 

5. Based on Jesus' response to James and John, what are the 
practical ways that we should respond (individually and 
as a faith family)? 
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Modeling the total commitment and prioritization of the work 
of Jesus is required to fully follow the King (57-62) 
 These three exchanges with these three potential 
followers are some of toughest words of Jesus for many to 
understand. We don't know how the individuals responded to the 
words of Jesus, but we do know what the message of Jesus was 
to all three. 
 First, there was the one who called out to Jesus and 
committed himself to follow Jesus wherever He goes. To this 
individual Jesus speaks the simple truth that following Him 
means a total commitment to leave the comforts and securities 
of "home" behind. Following Jesus means finding our home with 
Him, wherever He leads us. Second, Jesus called out to another 
one to come and follow Him. It was a familiar call that had a 
simple but significant meaning: Leave everything right now and 
come follow me. The individual seems to have a desire to go, but 
wants to stay to bury his father. That seems reasonable, right? 
But Jesus answers in a way that's tough for us to understand. 
Jesus tells the individual to let the dead bury the dead. Jesus 
tells the individual to comes right now and follow Him. We don't 
know, but perhaps Jesus did this because the individual stood to 
lose his inheritance if he left. Whatever the reason, what is clear 
is that Jesus demanded a total prioritization of His work over all 
other work that needed to be done. Finally, another individual 
called out to Jesus, asking to follow Him after he had the chance 
to say goodbye to his family. Jesus says there's no turning back 
once you've made a total commitment and prioritization of His 
work in your life. 
 In all of these exchanges, Jesus' message is clear. Truly 
following the King means that His call and His work takes the 
ultimate priority in your life. Nothing short of total commitment 
to the work of the King is expected. Nothing short of total 
prioritization of the work of the King is deserved. 

1. Take a minute to discuss the first exchange. If Jesus 
called you today to leave your job and home and go to a 
place that's not your home to do His work, would you go?  

2. What would be the hardest thing for you to leave behind? 
3. Now discuss the second exchange. We're not for sure, but 

what could have been some of the individual's motives for 
staying behind? 

4. What do you think about Jesus' response to the person 
concerning the burial of his father?  

5. Finally, briefly discuss the third exchange. For many 
people, this is the hardest one to swallow because so 
many people have experienced "backsliding" in some way 
in their lives. Read John 6:35-40 and 1 John 2:19. How do 
these passages bring assurance to the issue of salvation? 

6. How do the passages above also help us understand what 
Jesus is saying in Luke 9:62 in terms of being a true 
follower? 

7. Share where you are in your level of commitment and 
prioritization of the work of Jesus. Pray for one another 
that God would grow your total commitment to Jesus!
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